This is the second in the series of volumes to come from symposia held by the recently established Section on Microbiology of the New York Academy of Medicine. As stated by Gregory Schwartzman in the foreword, "the programs of meetings of the Section are arranged to deal with single topics in the various aspects.... The participants present extensive reviews in their particular field of endeavor, thus bringing correlated and authoritative scientific data and concepts to the attention of the microbiologists and allied laboratory and clinical investigators." In this volume an evaluation of chemotherapeutic agents is undertaken from many, rather general and fundamental aspects. The topics included can be summarized as follows: The relation of chemotherapeutic activity to drug concentrations in blood and to renal clearance; the binding of agents to proteins; microbial resistance; defense mechanisms of the host and the nature of the lesions in relation to chemotherapy; chemoprophylaxis of meningococcal, bacillary dysentery and streptococcal infections; chemotherapy in malaria and in rickettsial and viral diseases; transcutaneous anti-biotic treatment; and experimental and clinical evaluation of chemotherapeutic agents in cancer. The contributors to the fourteen different sections are experts in their particular field and hence this volume should be of great value to anyone, laboratory worker or clinician, interested in the fundamental aspects of chemotherapy. Each section is followed by an adequate bibliography. Despite the intense interest during the past five decades in the physiological effects of the low pressures at high altitudes enforced either by the ascent of mountains or in aircraft, scant attention has been given to the equally important mechanisms of acclimatization that follow the movement of a population from low to high altitudes. Dr. Monge, Director of the Institute of Andean Biology, is one of the few to focus his attention on these mechanisms of acclimatization through a study of Andean man as a climato-physiological variant of the human race. Some of the results of the study are presented in this monograph in a form attractive to layman and scientist, be he interested in physiology, sociology, or anthropology. Here is outlined the evidence that acclimatization can and has taken place in a human population through the acquisition of the ability to reproduce at altitudes in which their ancestors were infertile. Here, too, is the record of the customs that provide the social basis for the natural selection which has resulted in an acclimatized people. This evidence, drawn from the
